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1. Introduction to our allotments
Colden Common allotments provide an
excellent opportunity to grow your own fruit and
vegetables, meet new people and get plenty of
fresh air and exercise. Our 'plotholder's guide'
is for anyone who rents an allotment plot in
Colden Common. These allotments are
managed on behalf of Colden Common
Allotment for Labouring Poor by Colden
Common Parish Council. The Parish Council is
the sole Trustee of the Charity, and the Colden
Common Allotment Association manage the
allotments on a day to day basis.
It outlines the basics you need to know in order
to enjoy all the opportunities and benefits that
our allotments offer.
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This guidance covers the basics of allotment gardening
and the Council rules to get you started.
Also, there is a range of organisations that can give you
help, advice and support.
Contact the Colden Common Allotments Association for
details.

Allotments provide many benefits for plotholders and
their families. Plotholders often find that the benefits for
themselves also impacts on their local environment and
community too.

comes from at a time when healthy eating and exercise
are becoming increasingly important.
.
Learning and fun can both take place on a plot. People
with a wide range of physical and mental health issues
can find particular advantage from the health and
social benefits of allotment gardening.

Renting or visiting an allotment plot gives you an
opportunity to enjoy green spaces away from the
pressures of modern living. Tending an allotment at your
own pace provides regular physical exercise and
occupies your mind.

Older people can find a particular congeniality on an
allotment plot in later life.

Benefits of Allotment Gardens

Meanwhile, the produce you grow can contribute
towards a balanced, healthy diet. If you garden
organically you can even reduce the amount of
herbicides and pesticides your body consumes.
Being part of the gardening community on an allotment
site brings an opportunity to meet and share
experiences with people from all walks of life - a chance
to learn from others and mentor newcomers or simply
have a chat to pass the time of day.
Children can benefit from spending time with their family
on a plot, developing an awareness of where food

Taking advantage of some, or all, of these benefits can
give allotment plotholders a tremendous sense of wellbeing. A sense of place, relaxation and belonging can
offer therapy and solace.

Who else will I be joining?
People from all walks of life are allotment plotholders
and renting an allotment gives an opportunity to meet
people from many different backgrounds, age groups
and cultures. People from different ethnic and cultural
backgrounds growing foods from the UK and around the
globe.
Families learning together about where food comes
from. Organic growers and competitive giant vegetable
champions practicing their own particular techniques.
As well as meeting fellow plotholders on-site, many
people now link up with plotholders in other parts of the
country via allotments websites in order to swap growing
tips, and share ideas and photographs.
We have a WhatsApp group that enables you to
communicate with other plot holders to swap plants, put
a general callout for plants and seeds, say when you’ve
got excess or ask for advice.
You can also join the Eastleigh & District Allotments Cooperative Association which enable you to buy seeds and
materials at cutdown prices. See
www.eastleigh-allotments-association.org.uk

Equal opportunities
Our Allotments operate within the spirit of equal
opportunities and are rented out on a first come firstserved basis, without preferential treatment.
Your Age, Disability, Gender reassignment, Marriage
and civil partnership, Pregnancy and maternity, Race,
Religion and belief, Sex and Sexual orientation are not
a barrier to you renting our allotment as all our
organisation comply with the Equality Act 2010.
The Disability Discrimination Act (1995) exists to ensure
people are not discriminated against on the grounds of
their disability.
Disability is not a barrier to you renting our allotments.
People with additional needs relating to their health
should let us know at the time of their application for an
allotment plot, or when health changes occur requiring
adaptations after they have become a plotholder.

Opening of the Secret Garden

How to be a good neighbour.
A desire to garden means you have much in common
with your fellow plotholders. There are, however, some
matters of social politeness to consider when you take
an allotment or, if you are an existing plotholder, when
a newcomer arrives.
Simple things, such as playing a radio, may impact
negatively upon your neighbour’s enjoyment of their
plot.
•

Set ground rules for visitors and children on
your plot. It’s sociable and fun to have friends
and family visit your plot – time to show off
your hard work, share some produce, or have
a family picnic, but do explain to your visitor
and your own children that time on-site for
other plotholders may be the only chance they
have of quiet time to themselves. Show them
where your plot’s boundaries are, and explain
that other people’s plots are strictly off-limits.

•

Use of gardening equipment: Please be
mindful of the noise your equipment can
generate especially petrol strimmers and lawn
mowers. We recommend the use of batteryoperated equipment which is much quieter.
Noisy equipment is to be used between 10am
and 5pm and, if necessary, Sunday mornings
after 10am.

•

Celebrating the Completion of August Hedge Cutting

Be sensitive to other people’s cultural
practices and their space.

If you have a problem, you should contact your either
the Colden Common Allotments Association or
Colden Common Parish Council.

If you are unsure about the right person to contact, you
should contact the person who first arranged your
tenancy agreement.

Plot condition
The council’s minimum obligation is only to provide
land for allotment gardening for our residents.
This could just be earth in an uncultivated condition
and the standard may vary from site to site.

On site facilities
Who manages the allotments.
Colden Common Allotments Association manages the
allotments on behalf of the Parish Council Trustees and
is involved in the day-to-day leasing of allotments.
The Allotment Association will provide you with a
renewable one-year tenancy agreement and is
responsible for the collection of rent, management and
maintenance of the site with support from the Parish
Council Trustees.
You should be given the information of who manages
your site and whom to contact if you have any queries,
suggestions, or complains.

Apart from ensuring that access to the allotment site is
safe, the council is not required to provide any further
facilities for plotholders.
The sites are secured by fencing and have mains
water supply.

2. Tenancy agreement and rules
The tenancy agreement is a legally binding document, setting out the rights and
responsibilities of your tenancy. You will be required to sign a tenancy agreement
when you rent an allotment. The tenancy agreement tells you what you can and cannot
do with your plot. You should receive a signed copy to keep for future reference.
Why do you need a tenancy agreement
needed?
When renting an allotment, you are taking on
responsibility for a piece of land, which is entrusted to
you. The Council Trustees need to ensure that you will
manage the land in an appropriate way during your time
as a plotholder, and ensure that the land will be in a fit
state to rent out again to another person if you decide
to move on.
Everyone renting an allotment plot needs to understand
their responsibilities; the tenancy agreement formalises
this.
What to expect:
•

Rent amount you have to pay.

•

When the rent is due by, who the rent is
collected by, and how the rent is calculated for
a proportion of the year.

•

Prevention of nuisance and annoyance.

•

Prohibition of sub-letting to other people by the
plotholder.

•

Determination of tenancy and notices to quit.

•

Observance of conditions of lease.

•

Prohibition of trade or business.

•

Prohibition of the Erection of sheds,
greenhouses and other structures.

Our Allotment plots are leased for the period of one
year, although this can be renewed indefinitely.

Rules
As well as signing a tenancy agreement, many allotment
societies have additional or specific rules relating to their
site.
These rules are in addition to, and do not replace, the
tenancy agreement and are about ensuring day-to-day
harmony on the site.
Section 2 of the tenancy agreement details the rules.

Problems Looking after your Allotment
Under the tenancy agreement, you are required to
inform the Association or Parish Council Clerk of a
break of time that you cannot get to your allotment (eg
holiday, work commitment, or illness) or any difficulty
you may be experiencing with keeping the Allotment in
good shape as indicated earlier. We will work with you
to explore options. For example, provide you with help
or put you at the top of the waiting list until your
personal circumstances change, or setup a temporary
or
permanent plot
share
arrangement.
If we have to contact you, it means you have one last
chance to get your plot in good shape - weed free, and
planted with crops within one to two weeks. Notification
will initially occur formally by placing a notice on your
allotment (as allowed by the tenancy agreement) which
will require you to contact the Association Chairman or
Parish Clerk as soon as possible. A further
communication will be sent by email and letter at the
end of the second week either telling you have lost your
allotment or allowing you to keep it going. If you lose
your allotment you have 1 month to remove your
belongings.

If you have not complied with the terms of the
tenancy agreement, the Parish Council Trustees
may take action to end your tenancy.

We believe in treating our allotmenteers AND those on
the waiting list as fairly as possible. By contacting us
with any difficulties, we will try our best to help you.

The tenancy agreement includes provision for the
tenancy to be ended by either the plotholder or the
Council.

However, if the allotment has been neglected and you
have not contacted us, we have a clear obligation to
those on the waiting list to pursue the matter.

Understanding your Responsibilities
It is important that you read and understand the
responsibilities in your tenancy agreement.
You need to conform to the tenancy conditions, not
only to protect your own tenancy, but also to ensure
that the site as a whole is not brought into disrepute.

Five characteristics of a cultivated allotment
1.

The plot is tidy and relatively weed free.

This means that tools are tidied away, rubbish is removed and,
within reason, pathways are kept cut and clear. Everyone has the
odd weed or two, so they are not expected to keep the plot weed
free, but if the weeds are beginning to hide the plants, the plot is
in need of attention. There should be no more than could be
removed in an hour or so.
2.

The plants on your plot are healthy

Planting should be ordered and organised to ensure a good
crop. Plants should at least be watered regularly, pruned and
removed if they are failing.

3.

Plants are yielding a crop

Healthy plants will produce a good crop. In season, plants
should be producing fruit, vegetables or flowers. Not all
plants will produce in abundance.
4.

Crops are harvested

The harvest is not left on the plants to rot. Fruit and
vegetables are picked, windfalls are tidied.
5.

After the harvest

Plants are dug out and the ground is prepared for the new
season. When the season is at an end, plants which have
finished cropping should be dug out or pruned back, ready
for the winter. Plots should be prepared for the next season
as appropriate (dig/no-dig).

3. Rents
The Parish Council Trustees decides how
much the annual rent will be, taking into
account the cost of managing the site,
local
needs
and
any
special
circumstances.
There is no statutory process of appeal about rent
charges. If you are unhappy about the charges, you
should take your case up directly with the Council.

How much rent you are likely to
pay
Rents are charged by rod, so that the amount you pay
depends on the actual size of the allotment you rent.

Incentives and concessions
The council will endeavour to offer plots are free of
hazards at the time of setting up new tenancies.

Paying your rent
Who you pay your rent to and how should be shown in
your tenancy agreement.
Rent is normally paid in advance.
If you do not pay your rent in accordance with the terms
of your tenancy agreement, you could lose your
tenancy. If you are unable to pay your rent because of
financial hardship you should inform your allotment
provider immediately.

Water charges
At present the water supply is metered so that the actual
amount used by all plotholders is paid for the Council.
Restrictions may apply about how you use water on
site.

Birds Eye View of the Allotments

4. Health and Safety
All activities carry an element of risk and
allotment gardening is no exception.
Everyone needs to take health and safety
seriously, but it is also very important for
plotholders to approach the issue
sensibly.
New and existing plotholders have a responsibility (duty
of care) to anyone on their plot, regardless of whether
they have given permission for them to be there or not.
You should act responsibly and comply with any health
and safety instructions mentioned in the tenancy
agreement, and any subsequent information given by
the Council.
Health and safety only become unmanageable when
responsibilities are neglected.
You should be advised about any on-going health and
safety risks or hazards on the allotment site at the time
of taking on the plot and signing the tenancy
agreement.
If you are not sure of your own responsibilities as a
plotholder, ask the Council or the Association about
health and safety and what your own responsibilities are.

How to report hazards and concerns
You should report concerns about health and safety on
your plot, or the site, to the association or the council
as soon as they occur.

Personal safety
Allotment gardeners often spend long periods of time
alone on their plot, so it’s a good idea to let someone
know where you are and what time you will return
home.
Contact your local police for information about personal
safety and crime prevention.

Vandalism
Most of the time allotments are havens of peace in an
otherwise busy world, where plotholders put in many
hours of work.
Plotholders should always report instances of
vandalism to the police and obtain an incident number,
as well as informing the Association or Council of the
incident.

Chemical use
Use of sprays harmful to wildlife, weed killer or
herbicide is not permitted. Please contact the
Association or Council if there is a specific problem that
needs attention.

5. What you can and can’t do on your plot
Gardening within the rules

Selling

Your allotment is mainly for growing vegetables and
fruit for your own and your family’s use. This is the basis
on which your plot is rented to you.

You are not permitted to run your allotment plot as a
business. You may only sell produce from your plot
where the income is for the benefit of the Association.
You cannot sub-let your plot or sell it.

It is essential that any activities you carry out on your
plot are acceptable within the terms and conditions set
out in your tenancy agreement.
You should not change the nature of the plot in a way
that makes it less valuable nor should your activities
change your plot in a way that could affect the allotment
provider’s ability to rent it out again should you leave.
It is always best to check your tenancy agreement in
the first instance and consult the Association to find out
about restrictions that apply in your area.
Examples of restrictions are given below.

Sheds
Sheds and greenhouses are not permitted under the
terms of the tenancy agreement, but the Council has
provided one communal shed for shared equipment.
However, small storage boxes that can be removed
when you decide to give up your tenancy are permitted.
Seek advice from the Association before purchasing.

Ponds
Ponds can be very attractive and provide a habitat for
wildlife, but they can also present a danger to very
young children, you should seek advice from the
Association.

.

Water
We do not allow sprinklers. You should check with
the Association to regulations that apply to your site

Bonfires
Bonfires can cause a nuisance to neighbours and
other plotholders and the Council apply very strict
conditions.
All bonfires are banned from the 1st April until 31st
October.
The burning of painted timbers, plastics and other
non-plant material can also cause soil pollution by
heavy metals and other contaminants.

Waste disposal
The council do not provide skips but will support
tenants when appropriate.
You should not bring items onto your plot unless you
know they will serve a useful gardening purpose and
you know how you are going to dispose of them
appropriately.

6. How do I get started?
Once you’ve made the decision that you want to
start growing you will find it useful to talk to your fellow
plotholders or the allotment association as they can
point you to lots of resources and organisations that can
give you advice to get you started.
This section aims to give a few simple pointers based
on the experience of plotholders who, like you, started
as growing novices and have become skilled
allotmenteers.

Commitment
The first thing to realise is that having an allotment can
be a wonderful experience. The more you put into it, the
more you’ll get out. You will need to visit your allotment
several hours a week, regardless of the weather and be
prepared for some healthy exercise. Once you’ve
caught the growing bug you’ll enjoy it so much that will
be able to dedicated more time.
There are a range of books and magazines that give
simple, month by-month guidelines on what to grow
and when.
If you experience difficulties looking after your plot,
such as health problems or emergency situations,
please let the Association know as soon as possible so
we can support you through what might be a difficult
time.

Your Plot
Firstly, check your new plot for hazards as it’s best to
be on the lookout for anything from broken glass to
barbed wire, rusty nails, brambles and nettles. If you
have children, wait until you are happy that they will be
safe there before you bring them along.
Start with getting some basic tools for the job, including
protective gloves and suitable footwear. All good
hardware stores and garden centres have a range of
tools. Spend more on a few decent tools, rather than
buying lots of cheap ones. You may find that after
experimenting you rely on just one or two essential
tools.
Consider whether to get the whole plot under control at
once as it may be too much to do. Clearing your plot a
little at a time is often more useful: this way you’ll
concentrate your efforts on a patch that can become
productive quickly.
As soon as you clear a patch, get some produce growing
in it. If you don’t, weeds will be back.Small beds with
paths in-between enable you to prepare only the soil that
you are going to grow in. Start off modestly: ‘pioneer
crops’ like potatoes or squashes are simple to grow and
help break up the soil.

Using plants that act as “green manures” will help by
suppressing weeds and adding to soil fertility, e.g.
buckwheat.
You can cover areas that are waiting to be cleared
with a mulch to suppress the weeds - this will make it
easier to clear and prepare later. There are a variety
of methods for mulching, from organic materials to
black plastic membrane.
Identifying weeds can be difficult when you are new
to gardening. It’s best not to assume what type of
weeds you have or how to remedy them, as you can
actually increase the numbers of many weeds by not
dealing with them correctly. Identifying weeds and
other plants can easily be done by asking other
plotholders, looking at pictures in gardening books,
the internet or other gardening literature.
It is important that you try to reduce the consumption
of water. They can do this by using mulches and by
collecting rainwater through drainpipes and water
butts.
Composting
is
an
effective
and
environmentally friendly way of recycling organic
waste. Homemade compost will help improve the
fertility and structure of your soil. Be careful NOT to
compost perennial weeds as they will most likely
survive the composting process and simply regrow
when you spread your compost on your plot.
You could get together with other plotholders to get
a more regular flow of compost. Your allotment
provider or allotment association may be able to
advise on composting techniques.
Remember - taking on an allotment is a long-term
commitment. Do not be discouraged when things do
not go according to plan. But celebrate your successes
and enjoy the fruits of your labour. Invite family and
friends round to help harvest and eat what you have
grow.

Email
Critical to the efficient running of the allotments is your
email address. The Association send out monthly
newsletter informing you of important information so
please let us know when you change your details. You
are required to remain subscribed to the newsletter so
that the Association can inform your of important news,
changes, and water restrictions in drought conditions.

Help
All the members of the Association are happy to
help you with your plot either now, or at any time
in the future, so, if, you have any enquiries or
problems, please do not hesitate to ask for help
from any of the elected members of the committee
or other plotholder. They, and any of the long
established allotment holders, will be most willing
to offer practical help and advice.

